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Back in May of 2001 when Mike Mertel (K7IR), John Mertel (WA7IR) and Jim Thomas (K7IRF) 

launched SteppIR Antenna Systems  out of Jim’s garage and made their debut at the 2001 

Dayton Hamvention with a single, “mostly” ready product, the trio had no idea what a fantastic 

journey they were embarking on, or how many incredible friendships and memories were 

waiting to be made.  As we celebrate our 20th anniversary, we would like to express a special 

THANK YOU to all the people that we have worked with these last two decades, for your 

support, patience, conviction and passion - without you, there is 

no SteppIR.  The reward truly is in the journey, and it’s been a 

good one – we look forward to many more years to come!

The original Patented FluidMotion SteppIR Yagi 
is introduced at Hamvention, Dayton Ohio 

BigIR (40m-6m) and SmallIR (20m-6m) 
Continuous frequency coverage verticals

Dream Beam DB36  
Four element loop Yagi  with 40% less physical length

DB42  
Five element loop Yagi, 40% shorter physical length

UrbanBeam 
2 element short boom, reduced length 40m-6m Yagi 

OptimizIR SDA 2000  
Smart controller w/ custom settings & antenna models

20 years of operations – thank you for being there!
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